DANNY FUND FACTS

WHAT WE DO

· A 100-percent volunteer Westchester-based non-profit organization, The Danny Fund provides financial, emotional and advocacy support for the families of children who reside in Westchester and The Bronx and are suffering from a catastrophic illness or injury.  

WHO WE HELP

· Over the past 17 years, The Danny Fund has helped more than 65 families cope with their enormous burdens.

· The Danny Fund helps families of all socio-economic levels, all creeds and colors. 

· The Danny Fund has supported a single mom while her son was going through his second round of chemotherapy, paid mortgages, car payments, phone bills, travel expenses back and forth to the hospital and things that insurance does not cover.  

· Some “Danny Kids” have lost their struggles and the grieving for each child is intense.  But after each loss the group’s resolve is that much greater to find and share another “burden that no one should have to bear alone.”
THE ORIGINAL DANNY

· The Danny Fund was founded in 1993 when a four-year-old Pelham boy named Danny was diagnosed with a rare form of leukemia.  To help, friends provided warmth, love and emotional support to let the parents know they were not alone.  They rallied around the family and raised money through bake sales, winter softball games and word of mouth.  Danny responded to his treatment, his cancer is in remission, and he is now leading the active and normal life of a 20 year-old. With the crisis behind them, the small group of organizers met.  If they could help one family in a meaningful way, why not others?  The Danny Fund was born.

HOW DANNY KIDS ARE “ADOPTED” 

· The Danny Fund learns about potential Danny Kids through referrals from physicians, neighbors, healthcare organizations, social workers, etc.  The group adopts a family for the long haul and provides ongoing support as it is needed.  Typically, initial support is broad and represents significant expenditures.  As time passes and the financial problems stabilize, the amount of support diminishes. 
OUR VOLUNTEERS

· The Danny Fund is a 100-percent volunteer organization.  There is no paid staff; even the social worker volunteers her time.  More than 95 percent of every dollar raised goes directly to support the Danny Kids.  
· In 2004, The Danny Fund restructured to encourage more volunteers to get involved.  There are seven officers and six directors, supported by committees which include fund raising, public relations, finance, grants, membership, family liaison, volunteers, etc.
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